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 Major marine and coastal habitat types and their links with ES as documented in the literature. 
The (ü) symbol represents the relationships between habitat types and ES that have been assessed and 
documented in the literature. The (?) is there to represent the lack of suf�cient knowledge to assess and 
hence quantify and map this relationship. 

* These habitats and ES are still very poorly analysed.



The �gure depicts the way data and ecological models contribute to the different components 
of a basic ecosystem service generation framework (ES cascade at the bottom of the �gure) in order 
to generate ES maps. In an example of whale watching tourism as an ES provided by whales, species 
and habitat distribution models are used to describe the basic ES components. Then models are used 
to describe the ecosystem functions. The outputs of all these models are then combined along with so-
cio-economic parameters (in the example we refer to the number of whale watchers, but it could also be 
revenues from whale watching) in order to generate a �nal map of the bene�t or value from whale-watch-
ing tourism. The arrows show the �ow of information within the elements of the ES cascade.








